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<Abstract>

Japan’s Third Ulleung Island Invasion Incident

and Intention to Take Ulleung Island

Park, Byoung—sup

The person who created the opportunity for the third Japanese invasion of Ulleung Island
(Matsushima) in late 19th century was Sewaki Hisato, a trade official in Vladivostok. First of
all, this study reveals that the basic material that led him to believe that Matsushima is
Japanese territory is “Mr. Colton’ s Map of Japan,” which he translated. Second, according
to Sewaki's recommendation, it is revealed that people around Lieutenant General Enomoto
Takeaki, a Russian minister, started a logging business in Matsushima. When Enomoto became
Lord of Navy in 1880, he conducted a large—scale logging business in Matsushima using a naval
transport ship and involving the conglomerate Okura—gumi. In 1881, when the Korean
government discovered that Japanese had invaded Ulleung Island, it protested to the
Japanese government and began to explore the development of the island. In response to the
protest, the Japanese government replied that those who had traveled to the island had
already withdrawn and promised to prevent a recurrence. However, the Japanese
government’s answer was false because Japanese invasions continued in 1882. Third, analyze
Japan’'s response to why the Japanese government gave a false reply. The Korean government
again protested against the Japanese invasion of Ulleung Island, but the Japanese government
took little action. Fourth, the cause lies in the Imo military uprising, and it is revealed that the
Japanese government used this incident to try to take Matsushima. Eventually the Japanese
government could not make an excuse to seize the island, gave up to take the island, and in
1883 issued the third ban on travel to Ulleung Island. However, many Japanese traveled to
the island for logging without knowing about this ban. When the Korean government officials
blamed them, some Japanese tried to justify the logging by insisting on international law. This
assertion seems to have originated with Enomoto, and it is thought that Enomoto tried to
seize Matsushima by 'rule of occupation’ for terra nullius. Fifth, the controversy among
researchers over the translation of the content of Japanese claim is also examined, and this

paper elucidates the remaining tasks in Japan's 3rd invasion of Ulleung Island.

Key words: Hisato Sewaki, Mr. Colton’s Map of Japan, Lieutenant General Takeaki Enomoto,

Matsushima = Ulleung Island, Imo military uprising, International law
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