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Japanese Social Life Textbook and Dokdo Issue

Park Byung-seob

In March 2011, Japan Ministry of Education and Science an-
nounced the result of middle school textbook inspection. As
anticipated, the numbers of social life textbook which de-
scribed Dokdo as Japanese inherent territory to face serious
oppose by Korean. This kind of matter was anticipated from
2008 already. Because Japan Ministry of Education and Science
revised the interpretation for learner’ s guide book to
strengthen the education about Dokdo policy. The inspected
textbook by this guide in 2011 counted more than 500 schools
in Japan to adopt the textbook in each district and the text-
book will be distributed really in 2012 to use. The situation in
elementary school and high school is similar for the textbook
though the decision time schedule is different.

New interpretation for learner’s guide book for middle school
indicated Dokdo issue in geography textbook, which defined
Dokdo education as same case for North territory as Japanese
inherent territory about Russian territory of South Curil islands.
But this has influenced to not only to geography textbook but
also to Public Life textbook which have no relationship with
New learner’s guide book for Dokdo. Because Jiyusha(H Hiit)
which is leaded by ‘New history textbook making group’ and
other publishing company stem from this company Ikuhosha(&
Eft) didn’t published geography textbook but enlisted the ter-
ritory issue in Public Life textbook as main issue, which must
have influenced to other companies enlisting the territory
contents. Practical example of the influence goes to the exist-
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ing description “Takeshima belong to Japan inherent terri-
tory” and more “Korea occupied illegally and Japan con-
sistently complain about the fact” as described in New Public
Life textbook of 2012 published by Tokyo Shoseki(FRE{ZE#E)
who take 57% market share. On the other hand, Jiyusha who
have treated Dokdo issue ardently faced copyright problem
with the history textbook and the rate of adoption of the
Public Life textbook showed only under 0.1% to be ignored. By
the result, Ikuhosha company Public Life textbook gained re-
flective profit as 4% of adoption under 5% to be guarded. This
textbook described “Korean illegal occupation” and more about
[JC rejection policy by Korea as well as Shimane
Ken’s ‘Takeshima Day’ declaration in detail. This content re-
flected Japan MOFA’s Dokdo pamphlet.

The interpretation for learner’s guide book for elementary
school was also revised. in 2008. At glance, it looks have no
relationship with Dokdo issue. However, there is an explanation
about how to define end to Japanese territory in four direc-
tions in Social Life textbook. By this purpose, two textbook
companies have drawn map which included Dokdo as Japanese
territory. As a result, all of the textbook companies described
Dokdo as Japanese territory in the Social Life textbook.

If Japanese students learn Dokdo as Japanese inherent terri-
tory in the revised textbook, Dokdo issue resolution will be
more difficult in the future generation. Though there is strong
against Japanese policy, Japan didn’t helped any idea for the
resolution for Dokdo issue. There has been serious diplomatic
debate on Dokdo territory issue between two countries, we
should correct Japanese wrong Dokdo view by all means. As
one of this opportunity, I mention about the 3rd Korea-Japan
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cooperate history study meeting which will be held in near
future. The result of the cooperative study might influence to
textbook issue and expect the meeting should devote to the
Dokdo issue resolution.

Keyword: Dokdo issue, Social Life textbook, Public Life
textbook. New Interpretation for teaching guidebook, Illegal oc-
cupation by Korea, territory education
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