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[ Abstract]

Russo-Japan War and Dokdo Value

In 1904, Japan navy struggled to defend their army from Russia
Ryusun(jg)l) Fleet attack before Russo-Japan War. So, if Russia
Bladivostok Fleet threat weak point of Hokkaido(lkig3i&), Japan
considered Tsugaru Strait(Etitigi) is enough by light guard and
Otaru(/)#) could be attacked. By this anticipation, Bladivostok
Fleet advanced to Tsugaru Strait and destroyed Japanese
commercial ship. The residents of Hokkaido Matsumae were in
panic situation.

On the other hand, Bladivostok Fleet attacked Japan -carrier
ship Kinshumaru(£z/l#.) and 198 soldiers were arrested near
Wonsan harbor in Ganwon-do Korea. With this serious damage,
Japan navy have to ready for the attack by Bladivostok Fleet.
And Japan navy deleted Kamimura(L4+4) the 2nd Fleet from
Ryusun harbor according to Russian intention to contrast
Bladivostok Fleet tactic.

Japan navy anticipated Bladivostok Fleet will go down to south
and threat Korean Strait and Tsushima Strait to cut Japanese
military supply in near future and strengthened guard activity for
enemy ship in East Sea. To prepare new plan, Japan constructed
guard post at Youngil bay, Ulleungdo, and Dokdo as well as
planned to comstruct ocean cable line through Ulleungdo-Dokdo-
Japan by constructing wireless station at Ulleungdo.

Along with the time, Japanese fleet was dismayed at Ryusun
where two Japanese combat ships were sunk by contacting under
water mines. In this situation, Bladivostok Fleet advanced to
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Tsushima Strait and attacked Japan carrier ship Hitachimaru(# &
H) and I[zumimaruCFiR#) to destroy and seriously damaged
Japan military army. Furthermore, Bladivostok Fleet boldly passed
Tsugaru Strait and advanced to the front of Tokyo(# i) bay and
sank many commercial ships. The purpose of the advancement of
Vladivostok Fleet was to acquire two million Pound of war
expense loaded on the ship. But the attack plan was failed.

However, the active Bladivostok Fleet movement was closed by
the defeat of battle at the front of Ulsan Sea. Russian damage
was losing one cruiser ship and damaged two ships. But the
threat of Russian Bladivostok Fleet was not finished. It was
scheduled to dispatch Russian Baltic Fleet in FEurope by
re-arranging as 2nd Pacific to far East area. Japanese army
hasted guard system to compete to enemy ship at East Sea by
constructing two guard posts at Ulleungdo and connect with
Jukbyeon harbor of Gyeongsangbuk-do province by ocean cable.

At this time, an application “Liancourt island annexation and
rental application” was submitted by a fisherman Nakal Yozaburo
(-F 3 =H5) who live in Oki. Ministry of Domestic Affairs of
Japan first contested because “Liancourt was suspected to belong
to Korean territory” . On the contrary, Mr. Yamaza Enjiro(iLi g [&
—HB) of Japan MOFA contrary insisted “Now the time is urgently
necessary to acquire the territory for the island” and directed
Mr. Nakai to return the application to Japan MOFA. Yamaza
already recognized the importance of military Value of Dokdo
and power politics among great powers. Dokdo was annexed to
Japan . territory after the important discussion on Yamaza’ s
opinion.

In May 27 of 1905, Baltic Fleet confronted with Japanese
Coalition Fleet to pass the Tsushima Strait and the result was
absolute defeat by Russia. Next day, Russian main fleet escaping
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to north was seriously defeated around Ulleungdo - Dokdo sea by
Japan navy and the Baltic Fleet Admiral had to surrender. Dokdo
sea area became the closing of Baltic Fleet. By this result of
ocean war, the military value of Ulleungdo - Dokdo was raised
and one more guard post was constructed at Ulleungdo and
Dokdo. By this occasion, the confrontation on the East Sea to
guard against enemy was resolute.

Key word: Dokdo guard post, Ulleungdo guard post, Baltic Fleet,
Bladivostok Fleet, Battle off Tsushima
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